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San Mateo JACL is dedicated to promoting the historical and cultural understanding of the 

Japanese American experience and to protecting and advancing the human and civil rights of our 
multi-ethnic society through educational and community programs. 

 
Articles must be submitted before the third Friday in electronic format [Microsoft WORD, New York font] to 

katemotoyama@sanbrunocable.com. 
 

HINAMATSURI (GIRLS’ DAY) CELEBRATION AT COMMUNITY CENTER 

 
 

Hina Matsuri Festival Mar 4 2005 
Names left to right: Yoko Tanaka, Mio Ishiguro, Mayumi Conlon (event coordinator), Marie 
Peterson, Yukiko Inoue, Yoko Yoshida, Roz Enomoto, Masa Kito, Michele Higdon. 
 
All the individuals are participants in a Japanese Kids and Parents group to foster and promote the Japanese Language and Culture. 
They meet on Fridays @10:30 AM in the Gardeners Hall.  Please come if you are interested in participating. 
 

SAN MATEO JACL LEGACY AWARD WINNER FOR 2005:  STEVE OKAMOTO 
 
The Legacy Award was presented at JACL NCWNP District’s 76th Anniversary and Recognition Dinner, April 2, 2005, at Blackhawk 
Museum in Danville.  At that time, JACL recognized the unsung heroes of each chapter within the district for outstanding 
achievements and contributions to their communities.  One of our young board members, Brent Nakagiri, made the formal 
presentation of the Legacy Award to Steve Okamoto.  Below is the nomination statement. 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

He affected everything not by domination, but just by being true. 
--The Buddha 

 
Steve Okamoto believes that the power of one in service to another is the best and highest use of a life. 
 
The proof of this belief may be found in the fact that Steve has devoted 39 years of his life to the Japanese American Citizens League.  
 
Steve has served on the boards of JACL’s two largest chapters; he began with the San Francisco chapter’s board as a newly-minted 
graduate from UC Berkeley and then—in his infinite wisdom—joined the San Mateo chapter’s board, on which he remains active 
today. 
 
Steve has served as president of the San Mateo chapter and, in addition, has fulfilled nearly every office, function, and duty required 
by the chapter in its times of need.  He has been a wonderful emcee, speaker, and organizer at our many events, such as board 
installation ceremonies, Day of Remembrance observances, the volunteer luncheon, or the annual holiday celebration of the San 
Mateo Japanese American Community Center.  He has always been quick to volunteer for any request, whether it be throwing in 20 
bucks to buy a graduation gift for a youth board member, getting wallflowers to waltz at our “Let’s Dance” fundraiser, reading dozens 
and dozens of scholarship applications, or making adorable favors with his wife Diana for the Ikoi no Tomo goodbye party. 
 
One particularly noteworthy accomplishment is Steve’s chairmanship of the JACL Junior Olympics from 1976-2002.  The event is a 
tremendous undertaking, particularly as there are so many youth involved in a variety of heats, but, as Steve explains it, to see the joy 
of participating on the children’s faces makes the planning and effort worthwhile.  He was especially touched when JACL Junior 
Olympics alumni--now much older than the young competitors they had been long years ago--attended the event and walked onto the 
field to a standing ovation.  Steve was on the sidelines, smiling and smiling. 
 
Steve is also relentlessly cheerful at the prospect of waking up at 6 a.m. to drive many hours to a remote NCWNP district meeting--
somewhere far from San Mateo.  He has done this for four terms on the NCWNP district executive board and even more years as a 
chapter delegate. 
 
And so, to summarize, for San Mateo chapter there is simply no Legacy Award nominee other than Steve Okamoto who exemplifies 
“The Spirit of 76.”  We honor him today for a life well spent, working towards social justice and equal rights for all.  For us, Steve is 
the North Star—and we will look to him for direction and inspiration in 2005 and beyond. 
 

BIG INCOME DIVIDE AMONG ASIAN PACIFIC ISLANDERS 
 
An article by Vanessa Hua, titled “Big Income Divide Among Asian Pacific Islanders,” San Francisco Chronicle, Friday, March 4, 
2005 (B5, Cols. 2-6), discussed the extremes in income within the APA community.  A study by the Asian Pacific American Legal 
Center of Southern California used U.S. Census data that revealed some APA ethnic groups have higher than average statewide levels 
of education and income; others occupy the other end of the spectrum. 
 
By 2025, California’s APA population is expected to more than double (4 million to 9 million).  Chinese and Filipinos are the two 
largest groups in the state, making up more than half of Asian Americans.  Hua reports that South Asians are the fastest growing Asian 
ethnic group in the Bay Area: 
 



They are one-tenth of the population of Sutter County, many of them descendents of Punjabi farmers who 
immigrated generations ago.  In Santa Clara County, many of the South Asians—who make up 4 percent of the 
population—arrived in the tech boom of the late 1990s. 

 
Hua’s article goes on to report that U.S. military intervention in Southeast Asia helped to create millions of refugees that have affected 
Cambodians, Hmong, Laotians, and Vietnamese populations.  The groups, which include Samoan, Pakistani, and Tongan populations, 
have some of the highest welfare dependence in the state: 
 

With agrarian backgrounds, little or no education or ability to speak English, these refugees are among the 
poorest in the Bay Area. 

 
Those APAs living below the federal poverty line contrast with some Asian groups, such as Pakistanis (interestingly, Pakistani 
poverty rates reported in the study are significant, 15%, as compared with rates for non-Hispanic whites in the Bay Area, 5%), 
Koreans, Japanese, and Asian Indians, who have high rates of college graduation and at least one bachelor’s degree.  Yet a quarter of 
Asian households in the Bay Area are “linguistically isolated”—meaning that all members within the household who are 14 years old 
or older speak English less than “very well.” 
 
The report argues against treating the APAs as a monolithic population.  Vast differences exist among Asian ethnic groups and within 
an ethnic group itself. 
 

PASSING OF CONSTITUITINOAL LAW LEGEND FRED KOREMATSU 
 
Fred Korematsu, who received the Presidential Medal of Freedom from President Bill Clinton, passed away on March 30th at the age 
of 86. 
 
Born in Oakland, CA and an American citizen at birth, Korematsu was among 120,000 Americans of Japanese ancestry living on the 
West Coast who were forced into ten internment camps—each surrounded by barbed wire and machine gun towers and located in 
desolate areas. 
 
Korematsu defied military orders, evaded authorities, but was arrested and jailed.  He appealed his case to the U.S. Supreme Court, 
arguing that it was unconstitutional for the government to incarcerate Americans without charges, evidence, or trial.  He lost and the 
high court ruled against him, calling internment “a military necessity.”  A dissenting opinion by Justice Jackson complained about the 
lack of evidence to justify internment:  “[T]he Court for all time has validated the principle of racial discrimination . . . and of 
transplanting American citizens.  The principle then lies about like a loaded weapon ready for the hand of any authority that brings 
forward a plausible claim of an urgent need.” 
 
Korematsu’s case stood for almost 40 years until Professor Peter Irons with the help of Aiko Herzig Yoshinaga, stumbled across secret 
Justice Department documents, including memos written by the Justice Department attorney, Edward Ennis, who supervised the 
drafting of the government’s brief.  Ennis began searching for evidence to support the government’s claim that the internment was 
necessary and justified, but he found that J. Edgar Hoover of the FBC, the FCC, the Office of Naval Intelligence, and other 
intelligence agencies categorically denied that Japanese Americans had committed wrongdoing.  These official reports were never 
presented to the Supreme Court, having been intentionally suppressed. 
 
It was on this basis—governmental misconduct—that a legal team of pro bono attorneys successful reopened Korematsu’s case in 
1983, resulting in the erasure of his criminal conviction for defying the internment. 
 
The memorial service for Korematsu took place at First Presbyterian Church, 2619 Broadway in Oakland on Saturday, April 16th at 
1:30pm. This is the family church where Korematsu has been a church member for fifty years  
 
Donations can be made in Fred's name to The Fred Korematsu Civil Rights Funds at the Asian Law Caucus, 939 Market St. #201, San 
Francisco, California, 94103; The Northern California Chapter of the American Civil Liberties Union, 1663 Mission St., San 
Francisco, CA  94103 and also the Memorial Fund at The First Presbyterian Church in Oakland, address above. 
 

TESTIMONY OF S. FLOYD MORI, HEARING ON HR 1492 
 

In testimony before the Subcommittee on National Parks, Recreation and Public Lands Committee on Resources, US House Of 
Representative, at the Hearing on HR 1492. April 14, 2005, Mr. Mori stated: 
 
            Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee, may I thank you for allowing me to present testimony before the National 
Parks Subcommittee today on HR 1492.  For the record, my name is Floyd Mori.  I am the immediate past national president of the 
Japanese American Citizens League, also known as JACL. . . .  
 
Although the existence of the ten World War II internment camps is not a proud part of our past, it is nevertheless an honest 
recognition of the events that have in part brought us to where we are today.  We can equally be proud in telling that history to note 
that forty years after the existence of those camps, the Congress had the courage to acknowledge the injustice of that experience and to 
rectify the wrong by providing redress.  Only a great nation would do so, and that’s an important lesson as well.  
 
If we obliterate the past, if we allow the World War II internment sites to be removed from our collective memory, we only do the 
future a disservice.  There are Americans today who do not believe that the United States government could possibly have interned its 



own citizens, do not believe that concentration camps existed within the borders of the United States, and equally do not believe that 
an entire segment of our population, though innocent, could possibly have been imprisoned solely on the basis of race.. 
 
These internment sites, Manzanar, Topaz, Minidoka, Heart Mountain, Tule Lake, Gila River, Poston, Amache, Rohwer, Jerome and 
what is left of them today stand as an important and powerful lesson for this nation.  
 
If we chose to remove all evidence of that experience from this land, it would be akin to denying it ever happened.  We are better than 
that.  We are greater than that as a nation.  
 
The Japanese American Citizens League is in strong support of HR 1492 and we urge the members of this committee to consider the 
profound implications of this legislation.  We urge your approval of this measure to ensure that this World War II internment camps 
stand forever as a lesson for our future.  
 

JAPANESE AMERICAN BOOK DONATIONS TO SAN MATEO PUBLIC LIBRARY 

 
 

Book Donation Form 
Special Remembrance Collection  

Japanese American Internment Camp Experience 
 

Yes, we/our organization would like to donate a book(s) to the Special Remembrance Collection at the San Mateo Public Library.  
 
Please contact Donna and then fax this Donation Form to: Donna Divodi, 650-522-7801 ahead of your shipment. 
 
Name of Individual/Organization________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________________ 

  ___________________________________________________________ 

Telephone Number  _________________________________________ 

Email   _________________________________________ 

Title of Book ______________________________________________ 

Author  ______________________________________________ 

Title of Book ______________________________________________ 

Author  ______________________________________________ 

After contacting Donna about your book(s), please 

ship to:   Donna Divodi 
Community Gifts Coordinator 
San Mateo Public Library Foundation 
1100 Park Place, San Mateo, CA 94403 

 
For more information: Call 650.522.7855  Fax: 650.522.7801  

   or email ddivodi@cityofsanmateo.org 
 

SUNDAY MATINEE MOVIE 
 
Sunday Matinee Movie on May 22, 2005 
at JA Community Center 
415 S. Claremont St, San Mateo 
Ph. 650 343-2793 

 
“ SHALL WE DANCE “ ( 2004 )  

mailto:ddivodi@cityofsanmateo.org


An accountant grows increasingly bored with his life and spying a beautiful dance teacher, decides to take some lessons to spice up his 
life.  As the lessons progress, he finds himself falling further and further in love with the joy of dancing. 
Starring Richard Gere, Jennifer Lopez, and Susan Sarandon. 
106 minutes.  Free admission. 
 

 
1-800-400-6633 
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