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inquiries:  mary jo Kubota-arcarese,  650.593.7358 

 
 

San Mateo JACL is dedicated to promoting the historical and cultural understanding of the Japanese American experience and to 

protecting and advancing the human and civil rights of our multi-ethnic society through educational and community programs. 

 

Articles must be submitted before the first Friday (one month prior to publication) and in electronic format [Microsoft WORD, New York font] to 

katemotoyama@sanbrunocable.com. 

 

WELCOME TO THE YEAR OF THE GOLDEN BOAR! 

 

 
 

Adorable Ken Ogasawara of Gifu, Japan, gets ready to go to school 

 

DOROTHEA LANGE PORTRAITS OF STOLEN LIVES 

 
“Impounded: Dorothea Lange and the Censored Images of Japanese American Internment” reveals unpublished photographs of Lange, who was 

working with the U.S. War Relocation Authority.  The WRA as set up by President Franklin Roosevelt in March 1942 to incarcerate tens of 

thousands of Japanese Americans during WWII.  “Impounded” was published in November, although hundreds of her internment-era photos are 

available online. 

 

An article by Matt O’Brien, “Portraits of stolen lives: Lange photos of Japanese-American internment capture injustice” [San Jose Mercury News, 

December 24, 2006, section 4D, cols. 1-4] reveals that Lange was opposed to the forced assembly.  In addition to the testimony of the images 

themselves, she captioned some photographs with the notation that these individuals were “American-born-and-educated.”  She kept the images 

in “Impounded” for many years when she was to have given the photographs to the Army; those she did not keep were suppressed during the 

war.  O’Brien’s article states, “And unlike the famous Depression-era photographs she took for the Farm Security Administration, no agency every 

actively sought to distribute them for public consumption.”  The book’s authors claim that 97 percent of the photos have never been published. 

 

The Oakland Museum also has a Lange collection, about two dozen prints and negatives of the internment.  The Bancroft Library at UC Berkeley 

has 482 photographs of the evacuation and 209 in Manzanar.  The collection is at http://jarda.cdlib.org. 





MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THESE EVENTS 

 

San Mateo JACL Board meetings are held on second Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. at the San Mateo Japanese American Community Center. 

 

The San Mateo Public Library, SMPL APA committee, San Mateo JACL and others will host an event promoting Tsukasa Matsueda’s book, Issei: The 

Shadow Generation, on Saturday, March 17th at our beautiful new library.   

 

API Heritage Month Festivities on Saturday, May 12th, at San Mateo’s Central Park. 

 

Former KCSM Director David Hosley has produced "Resettlement to Redress" and will show it at a San Mateo JACL co-sponsored event at the San 

Mateo Public Library on Saturday, May 19th, 2:00pm. 

 

SAYONARA, HEIDI! 

 
The Board of Directors of San Mateo JACL hosted an informal Sayonara Dinner to honor and bid farewell to Heidi Tanakatsubo.  Heidi has been a 

part of JACL and the Community Center since she was a little girl, accompanying her parents to community events.  She was a scholarship 

recipient who made us proud when she was graduated from Berkeley.   After graduation, Heidi returned to serve the Japanese American 

community as a San Mateo JACL Board Member, Chair of NCCPWD Youth Committee, and, currently, she is serving a second term as JACL 

National Vice President for Public Affairs. 

 

Our Board will miss Heidi's spirit and enthusiasm.  She took a leadership role in everything!   Heidi brought in new members; she and Brent 

Nakagiri instituted our new scholarship program; she, Craig ichiuji and Ted Yamagishi revitalized our "JACL Burger Booth;" Heidi was chosen 

"Princess" in the Cherry Blossom Festival; she emceed the NCCPWD's Gala Fund Raiser at Black Hawk; gave an eloquent Memorial Day address to 

commemorate Nisei Post 9879 to just to list a few of her accomplishments!  She married Manu, a Berkeley classmate, in December and is moving 

to New York.  We wish her every happiness; we will miss her, but she will always be in our hearts.  

 

 
 

 
Heidi and fellow board member Craig Ichiuji sampling our wares 

 

 

SUNDAY MATINEE MOVIE 

 

The Sunday Matinee Movie at SMJA Community Center in January was "Sabrina," starring Audrey Hepburn, Humphrey Bogart and William 

Holden. 
 

February 25      "Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter and Spring" a big hit, Korean movie. 

March 25         "Aizen Katsura" a classic 1940s movie starring Ken Uyehara. Kinuyo Tanaka, Michiko Kuwano. Every 4th Sunday  at 1:30 pm. 
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COMMUNITY CENTER NEWS 

 

SMJA Community Center's annual Rummage Sale Fundraiser is just around the corner.  It will be held in April 2007; the date and time will be 

announced. 

     

Please save clean saleable items.  Please do not donate large items such as mattresses and appliances. This is an important fundraiser for the 

center, so please make a donation, volunteer your time, or come out to shop! 

 

 

 

 
1-800-400-6633 
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