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SAN MATEO CHAPTER JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE MAR 2007
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INQUIRIES: MARY JO KUBOTA-ARCARESE, 650.5923.7358

SAN MATEO JACL IS DEDICATED TO PROMOTING THE HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL UNDERSTANDING OF THE JAPANESE
AMERICAN EXPERIENCE AND TO PROTECTING AND ADVANCING THE HUMAN AND CIVIL RIGHTS OF OUR MULTIFETHNIC SOCIETY
THROUGH EDUCATIONAL AND COMMUNITY PROGRAMS.

Articles must be submitted before the first Friday (one month prior to publication) and in electronic format [Microsoft WORD, New York font] to
katemotoyama(@sanbrunocable.com.

SAN MATEO COUNTY’S DIVERSITY
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A SAN JOSE LEGEND CHANGES HANDS: AKI’S BAKERY

Aki's Bakery, a San Jose “best” for decades, has been sold, according to a story in the San Jose Mercury News titled, “ San Jose
bakery to exchange hands” [January 16, 2007] by Sal Pizarro. Sue Toyoshima, who runs the bakery with her children Randy
Toyoshima and Penny Tom, said loyal customers have been stopping by the Meridian Avenue bakery to talk story, say goodbye,
and pick up last orders of favorite bakery items such as the guava, mango, or banana split cake.



Pizarro writes: “But there's some good news for anyone who has mourned the recent losses of Wilson's Jewel Bakery in Santa
Clara and Lou's Living Donut Museum in San Jose. Brian Bacher, the new owner, has his hands on the guava cake recipe that is
Aki's No. 1 seller, and he has no plans to change the name of the bakery, which Sue's late husband, Akiyoshi Toyoshima, first
opened in Japantown in 1963.Asked Tuesday if he might abandon the Aki's Bakery name, Bacher said: “I might as well slit my
throat.”

So it may be that that Aki’s Bakery, legendary in the Japanese American and Pacific Islander American communities, will
continue its sweet legacy well into the future.

EDITOR’S PICKS: FULBRIGHT SCHOLAR IN RESIDENCEZ

We are proud to host a Fulbright Scholar in Residence from Japan, Dr. Yukio Tsuda, during the spring semester. Possessing a
Ph.D. in communication studies from Southern Illinois University, he will teach Speech Communication 150, Intercultural
Communication, from 6:30 to 9:30 pm, on Wednesday evenings at CSM.

For 65 years, the Fulbright Scholar in Residence has been a prestigious program at top universities that are committed to
globalizing the curriculum and enhancing multicultural education.

Dr. Tsuda is professor in the Doctoral Program, Modern Cultures and Public Policies, Graduate School of Humanities and Social
Sciences, at the University of Tsukuba near Tokyo, Japan. He has taught extensively throughout his more than 30-year career,
specializing in international communication; is the author of 10 books and several book chapters and articles; and has been a
guest lecturer a number of times at other universities and at symposia.

While in residence at the CSM this spring, Dr. Tsuda is eager to meet with any individual, campus or community group. His
office is in College of San Mateo’s Language Arts Division (Building 17, Room 174) and his phone number is 650.574.6502. His
email is tsuday@smced.edu <mailto:tsuday@smccd.edu> . You may also contact Dr. Kate Motoyama, a CSM speech
communication professor, JACL board member, and the College’s liaison to the scholar program, at 650.574-6676 or
motoyama@smced.edu <mailto:motoyama@smccd.edu> .

The Fulbright Scholar in Residence is a project of CSM’s Diversity in Action Group, with additional support provided by the San
Mateo County Community Colleges Foundation, the Associated Students of CSM, the College’s Trustees Fund for Program
Improvement and the San Mateo chapter of the Japanese American Citizens League.

HATE CRIME UPDATE FROM JACL ANTI-HATE INITIATIVE

A California appeals court has upheld the assault conviction of Michael Gaines, an alleged racist skinhead from Palmdale,
California. Gaines was convicted for head-butting a 15- year-old black teenager and threatening his brother with a knife in June,
2005. Gaines alleged that allowing evidence during trial about Gaines' swastika tattoo was prejudicial and violated his right to a
fair trial. The appeal court ruled that the swastika was relevant to establish Gaines' motives for the attack. Gaines is currently
serving seven years for assault with a deadly weapon and misdemeanor assault.

A civil lawsuit was filed November 2, 2006 in U.S. District Court against the pawnshop where former Aryan Nations member,
Buford Furrow, purchased the firearm he used during his shooting rampage at a Jewish Community Center in the San Fernando
Valley. The lawsuit alleges that the pawnshop falsified documents to circumvent gun control laws that would have prevented
Furrow from purchasing a firearm. The shooting spree left a postal worker dead and three children and one adult wounded.

ASIAN AMERICANS IN POLITICS

San Mateo JACL has always had a leader and an ally in Karyl Matsumoto, Councilmember, South San Francisco, but in 2007
five of Santa Clara’s 15 cities will be led by Asian American mayors. All of them are immigrants, points out an article by Jessie
Mangaliman in the December 28, 2006 edition of the San Jose Mercury News.

The article says, “Historically [according to Don Nakanishi, professor of the Asian-American Studies Center at UC-Los
Angeles], the majority of Asian-Americans in politics were second- or third-generation Japanese Americans, including Norm
Mineta of San Jose, who was elected the first Asian-American mayor of a major U.S. city in 1971.” Now there are five Asian
Americans who were either elected to the mayoral office or who will rotate to the office in 2007.



Jose Esteves, Mayor of Milpitas, was born in the Philippines, has a master’s degree in business, and was a civil and industrial
engineer who was first elected mayor in 2002. Aileen Kao, Mayor of Saratoga, was born in Taiwan, earned a master’s degree in
medicinal chemistry, and worked as a software engineer and system analyst. Yoriko Kishimoto, born in Japan, has a master’s in
business and was founder and president of an international consulting business. Otto Lee, mayor of Sunnyvale, was born in
Hong Kong, has a law degree and private practice, and became vice mayor in 2005. Kris Wang, born in Taiwan, has a master’s
in business, is a retired engineering manager, and became vice mayor in 2005.

The article goes on to say that each new mayor built his or her life in the United States and got involved in schools, neighborhood
groups, city advisory committees or commissions, eventually running for city councils. Mike Honda, United States
Representative from San Jose, calls this “political resume building.” He was a teacher, then school board member, then county
supervisor. Honda was elected in 1996 as California’s first Asian American state legislator; he became congressman in 2000.

The article has a memorable vignette offered by Otto Lee, who recalled speaking before elementary school students a few years
ago. Afterwards, a teacher told Lee that an Asian student who was normally shy and quiet became animated and engaged. Lee
says, “That visual connection is important. If they see someone they can relate to, one day they’d be doing that as well.”

SAN MATEO JACL SCHOLARSHIP: DEADLINE MARCH 1st

The San Mateo Chapter of the Japanese American Citizens League (JACL) is pleased to announce their scholarship program for
the 2006-2007 school year. Eligible high school seniors are invited to submit applications to our chapter's Scholarship
Chairperson by March 1, 2007. Winning applicants will be announced in early April 2007. This year's recipients will be
awarded their scholarships and honored at a special luncheon hosted by our chapter.

Eligibility Requirements:

Applicants must be seniors enrolled in a San Mateo County public or private high school.

Applicants must be an active National JACL member at either an Individual or Student/Y outh Level.(Parent membership will not
meet this requirement.)

Applicants will be partially judged on their involvement in the JA/Asian American community.

Applicants must be planning to attend a college, university, trade school, business school or any other institution of higher
learning within the United States.

Applications for JACL membership can be downloaded at www jacl.org/join.html <http://www.jacl.org/join.htm[> .

Application Requirements:

Eligible students must submit a fully completed application.

One letter of recommendation.

An official high school transcript.

A verification of SAT/ACT scores.

A personal statement of no more than two pages on the topic question presented in the application must be included.
An interview with JACL scholarship committee members is part of the application process.

Applications must be postmarked no later than March 1, 2007.

Applications of winning students will be entered in National JACL's scholarship program for 2006-2007.

Completed applications must be sent to:

Mary Jo Kubota- Arcarese,

Scholarship Chairperson

c/o Japanese American Community Center
415 South Claremont Street

San Mateo, CA 94401

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THESE EVENTS

San Mateo JACL Board meetings are held on second Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. at the San Mateo Japanese American Community
Center.

Deadline for the San Mateo JACL Scholarship is March 1, 2007.
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ASSOCIATE MEMBERS: THANK YOU

Steve Katayama, Membership Chair, would like to thank associate members who have sent in their $45 membership for 2007. If
you are an associate member who would like to support JACL and receive Kokoro, please send $45 to San Mateo JACL care of
the San Mateo Japanese American Community Center, 415 S. Claremont Street, San Mateo, CA 94401.

SUNDAY MATINEE MOVIE

The Sunday Matinee Movie at SMJA Community Center will be screened on Sunday at 1:30 p.m.

March 25 "Aizen Katsura" a classic 1940s movie starring Ken Uyehara. Kinuyo Tanaka, Michiko Kuwano.

JACL

' HealthBenefitsTrust

1-800-400-6633
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